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Well all, a Happy New Year to you all even if it is a little bit late. 
Well we spent some time away in the van with our daughter and two grandchildren sleeping  
in the annex at the beach down at McCrae over the new year break. 
 
Since returning home Southern Zone A has had a muster at Portland which we attended  
and I was able to talk to the team who is putting together our National Muster in October to  
be held at Cobram. More about this elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
There has been a bit of email communication between the committee re the stickers for the 
fellowship and I believe that is nearly resolved. Likewise the same with the folding pamphlet,  
we have had a couple of drafts sent off to all zone committee’s and that too is about to be  
handed back to Brian Burke for printing. Thanks again Brian for the work involved in doing these. 
 
I was able to go and see the Shelter Box organization and we are trying to get an article put into  
the March issue of RDU so keep an eye open to see if it gets in. They are doing a great job  
and all involved should be congratulated. If your club has not contributed to this cause  
maybe YOU can suggest they might. 
 
I was sorry to learn the Northern Zones muster got washed out. What a lot of rain they have  
had up there, (they could send some south, we need it) and yet still their dams haven’t  
recovered and a number of people have lost homes etc. and our thoughts go out to them. We  
trust the country will have dried out by the time they next go away and they can get back to 
caravanning and the fellowship it brings. 
 
Well until I see you again,  
Yours in fellowship, Laurie Hudgson 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
President: Laurie Hudgson 03 5941 7449 
Secretary: Harold Wood 02 4983 1431 
           14 Panorama Close, Raymond Terrace, NSW 2324 
           Email: hwwood@cirruscomms.com.au 
Treasurer: Patrick Mulhall 07 5563 3537 
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NATIONAL MUSTER – AGM 
 
We are pleased to announce that the 2008 National AGM Muster is being planned and it 
will be held in COBRAM Victoria. 
 
The OASIS Caravan Park will be our home for this muster. Built in 2000 it has a full range of 
facilities including 
 + Pool 
 + Tennis Court 
 + BBQ Area 
 + Laundry 
 + Powered Sites 
 + Camping Areas 
 + Golf practice nets 
 + 40 Luxury ensuite sites with their own concrete caravan pad, lawn space etc. 
 + Self Contained CABINS sleeping 2 to 6 with A/C, TV. Linen Hire is available. 
 
Sorry NO Pets. 
 
So the early program looks like this: 
 Wednesday 8th - arrive and settle in before a Rotary meeting with the Cobram club. 
 Thursday 9th – a day tour to Yarrawonga and a Rutherglen Winery 
 Friday 10th - district Tour 
  Saturday 11th – rest day with an Aussie evening dinner being planned 
 Sunday 12th – a FREE day with maybe a Golf match if there are any Golfers out there. 
 Monday 13th – another district tour (one of these days will be a coach trip to Echuca 
 
This program is being put together by Trevor Noonan and his team from Cobram and I would  
like to thank them for the work they are doing. 
   
More information will be included in the next issue of The Overlander as it becomes available. 
 
You will need to do your OWN booking with Oasis Caravan Park. 
 
They can be contacted on 03 5871 2010 or fax: 03 5871 2873 and bookings are open now. 
Just let them know that you are part of the RVFR when booking as we plan on taking over the  
whole park. 
 
We told those who were at our last Southern Zone A muster about our plans for this  
National Muster and quite a few indicated they would be coming so if you want to meet some 
southern RVFR’s make sure you mark the date on your diary/calendar so you are free to attend  
and I will see you there. 
 
Yours, Laurie Hudgson 
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Southern Zone A – Report 
We enjoyed a very good time at our Portland muster held in February, 
The weather after a couple of light showers Thursday morning cleared up and the weather  
turned perfect.  
 
We seem to enjoy getting to musters early these days. Only a few years ago we would all arrive  
on the Thursday ready to get started but this time there were 9 couples early, early on Tuesday,  
by Wednesday night 50 people all went out to dinner at Macs Hotel, and by the time the muster  
started on Thursday only 4 of the 82 people who were coming that hadn’t yet arrived. 
 

  MACS Hotel            The oil rig 
 

 
The group being too hard to handle, (the bus only held 55 and the boat was only licensed  
for 48) so we were divided into two groups with half go to one event and the rest going to  
something different and then swapping over.  
 
Portland’s whaft is dominated by sheds and silos for receiving alumina which is conveyed 4km to 
the Aluminum Smelter Plant which started producing 20 years ago and today employs over 400 
people. They have free access to the pool, gym, child care etc and the company has a budgeting 
scheme whereby they pay your family bills thru a donation from your pay packet. There are 400 
trained up waiting for a job there with another 200 on a waiting list. 
 
Portland also has 120 “wind energy towers” providing enough energy to supply the electricity  
for 113,000 homes. Again a big employer with over 300 staff. 
 
The port exports grain, (when there is rain) aluminum ingots (to China paid for 3 months in 
advance), logs to Korea, woodchip products and livestock export. 
 
There is also a fresh crab and lobster export industry. They are packed live, covered in ice,  
trucked 4 hours to Melbourne airport, flow to China and arrive alive and safe all in 36 hours. 
 

         Crabs ready for export              
At the time of our visit there were only 2 squid boats in the harbour but in the season there will  
be 30 odd. 
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But the biggest thing dominating the harbour was “THE OIL RIG” 
Standing over 12 stories high it had been in town for 6 weeks already as part of a 14 million refit  
and paint and still had more work to be done. The men were working 24/7 shift work just coming 
ashore to sleep. 
 
There were some fine old “blue stone” buildings in town with the court-house and the customs 
house still in use. Just out of town is the home of Treloar Roses which was a must see.      

 
 
 

                                                                                           

  
One of the musters highlights was the cruise on the Glenelg River from Nelson township some 
70km from Portland. It was lovely and tranquil cruising past the boatsheds and National Parks  
and bush adjoining the river. After dinner had been served Phillip (part of the staff) got out his  
piano- according for some sing-song and dancing in the isles.  
 
Sunday we all enjoyed a tram ride on the cable vintage tram, (though today it is diesel motor 
operated) thru the gardens, along the beachfront, which gave everyone a much more relaxed look 
at the town for the last time, as tomorrow we went home. 
 

            
Enjoying the tram ride                                                                                             Dancing in the Isles 
 

  cruising past the boathouses               Ocean views 
 

Unfortunately for Fred and Myrna Taylor from Northern Zone they arrived at Portland on Monday 
after most of the muster attendees had left for home but they were still able to catch up with the 
Watson’s and Browns and heard first hand about what had been going on. 
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Northern Zone – Report 
 
Bob Blanch sent me the following on what happened to their muster. 
“Unfortunately, we ended up canceling our muster at Kyogle in Northern NSW. Last month Kyogle 
was flooded by the Richmond River and from what Drover Pat Quinn told us water reached 6feet  
in the Amenities block and ruined cabins and the on-site vans. The park was drying out (the toilet 
block re-painted) and then last week the rain came back. It was very wet underfoot and the activities 
planned to go into the Border Ranges NP (imagine the leeches). So we reluctantly decided to 
postpone the muster until a future date can be planned. Our muster planning at least broke the 
drought but dams around Brisbane are not yet back to 40% full, but we are hopeful or more rain 
soon in the catchments.” 
 
Future Musters 
Bush Trip 25-28 March  Mt Archers   Noel and Judy Powell 
Our AGM 9-16 April  Goondiwindi   Dugald and Judy Graydon 
Kenilworth 28 May-2 June Kenilworth Showground’s Rod and Enid Jensen 
National 8-13 October  Cobram   Volunteers needed 
Wilson’s Prom – Feb/March ’09 Victoria   Cliff & June Wilkinson 
 
Shirts 
Remember, if you wish to order any shirts or jackets please contact Bob Blanch who will send  
you an order form so you can place an order. 
 
AGM 
It is Northern Zones AGM this April at the muster being held at Goondiwindi so if you are a  
Member of this Zone come along and have your say by placing your vote. If you are unable to 
attend Proxy forms are available from the secretary and must be returned to him by 3rd April. 
 
Shelter Box. Following the good work done by this Zone Laurie Hudgson met with the Shelter box 
people and while photo’s were taken (and not used) there is an article on the donation the National 
muster made to them in the March issue (page 9 ) of RDU. 
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CWZ Rotavanners Report 
 
First up may we say Congratulations to Yvonne Shaw who received a 2007 Citizen of the Year 
Award, from the town of Forbes. At our muster held at Oberon she was also presented with a 
certificate from Dianne Pluis from the Rotavanner group. (see below)


      




















Enjoying some Fellowship
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CWZ Report Cont. 





































































Our “book swap” continues to grow so if you are coming to our next muster and have some books  
at home which you would like to swap, bring them along. 
 
Oberon Muster Report 
12 vans turned up to Oberon for the successful muster ran by drover Graham Parker and members 
from the Oberon Rotary Club. 
 
Saturday the weather was unusually fine so we set off on a 4WD experience into the Newnes State 
Forrest to see the Glow Worms but we got lost and ended up at Doug and Sue Coates place for 
lunch and then onto visit an old village and mine site in the area. 
 
Saturday night we combined with the Rotary club for a BBQ in the local church hall. 
 
On Sunday we visited the railway track restoration being undertaken by the locals. The first section 
from Hazelgrove to Oberon should be completed soon, before they then do the section to Tarana. 
 
 
Future Musters 
 
Grenfenfell – June 7th -9th as part of the Henry Lawson Festival (call President Kevin for details) 
Bedgerabong – 29th – 31st August at the Racecourse. This is our AGM so come along and have  
  your say. Boss drovers will be Ian and Yvonne Shaw. 
Cobram 8th – 13th October. Our National Muster and the AGM. 
 
 

         President Kevin presents Bill Muldoon with a cheque to help with the restoration 
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