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We are all very excited about the Rotary International Convention being held in Birmingham next year and below 
is a message from President Derrick: 
 

RI  Convention June 2009 – Birmingham,  England 
 
I hope that wherever you are, you are enjoying the friendship provided in your particular fellowship be it large or small. 
In the UK our 2008 programme is now well underway and we have our AGM at Stratford, the birthplace of William 
Shakespeare, in May. We have over 40 rallies this year including exciting tours to Norway, Italy and two to France.  
We are in the early stages of organizing a rally to coincide with the RI Convention in June 2009, which is being held at the 
National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham. Details will be announced soon and will be on our website 
www.rotarycaravanning.org.uk We will be holding a rally at the Heart of England Events and Conference Centre, which is just 
10 minutes away from the NEC. We also plan to have rallies either side of the Convention. We are making inquiries with 
rental companies and expect to have available details of caravan and RV hire in due course. 
 ICFR also supported the RI Conventions at Birmingham in 1984 and Glasgow in 1997 when the rallies had a true 
international flavour. We hope that many of you will be able to join us there where you can be sure of a very warm welcome 
and a memorable time with our Fellowship.  

 
Derrick Sanders 
President of ICFR (UK) 
 

  
  
These are some images of the site at Hearts of England Events and Conference Centre, taken in the depths of winter and 
they don’t do it justice. Try and imagine it in the height of summer with 200 outfits on it or more!                                                                                                                                        



ICFR REACHES OUT TO ITALY! 
 

ICFR has just welcomed its first member in Italy. Pasquale Fossari of the Rotary club of Averso-Terra Normanna, 
has joined ICFR. We warmly welcome Pasquale and wife Maria into our fellowship. As there are apparently quite 
a number of Rotarian caravanners in Italy, Pasquale is keen to establish an Italian Section of ICFR and he has been 
provided with all the necessary references to enable him to do so. Quite by coincidence, one of the sites being 
visited by the ICFR rally to Italy in August 2008 is in Sorrento which is about 60 Km from his home in Averso. 
Pasquale and Maria are hoping to join us for a few days, whilst we are there. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 
 

Our contact is Dave Ferguson. He is valiantly flying the flag for ICFR practically on his own and he writes: 
 
“I am afraid that I am ICFR in South Africa as one by one our small band have dwindled having passed on, sold caravan or 
lost interest. I tried to muster a crew to rally to our District Conference in 2007 and ended up going alone! “ 
 
Dave & Renee went on their 2nd Namibian Tour covering over 6000Km and appear to have had a few ‘adventures’ on the 
way. Three incidents are worthy of mention (There were others!). On one occasion, once into Namibia, they tried to go into 
the hinterland and visit a ‘bush camp’ and although assured about the road, found that it suddenly ran out with a 1 m drop at 
the end. A long reverse on a dirt road with a caravan behind ensued! (Perhaps the M6 and M42 are not so bad after all!) The 
next was a frayed gas pipe on the caravan, so no fridge, no stove and in the middle of nowhere, but somehow they were able 
to get it fixed. Finally, the fanbelt tensioner pulley bearing on the car failed, so no engine cooling, no power steering and no 
aircon. But they managed to get that fixed too. What was evident was the ‘can do’ attitude that obviously prevails there. It is 
also apparent that the leisure industry is continuing to develop and grow out there. 
 

        o         
 

Bush camp near Keetmanshoop  
(no electricity or running water) 

 
Elephants and black faced Impala in the  

Etosha Pan Game Reserve 
 
Dave has very kindly offered to help any overseas Rotarian caravanners who wish to visit SA..  
Maybe it is time to think about another rally in South Africa? 
 
Contact details are: 
PP Dave Ferguson and wife Renée, 8 Woodbridge Drive, Milnerton  7441 South Africa 
       
Phone/fax 27 21 551 6087   Cel No. 072 680 3641;   email davren@telkomsa.net   Skype: davrenfergus 
 
Dave and Renee are planning to visit the UK next year and attend the RI Convention in June 2009 and we look forward to 
giving them a particularly warm welcome.  
 
 



NEWS FROM NEW ZEALAND 
 
Our friends on the other side of the world appear to lead an active and busy life enjoying rallying as we do here. 
ICFR (NZ) had its AGM in conjunction with a rally in Opunake 9-11 November 2007. They certainly packed in a 
lot in a few days.  
Incidentally, how much do you take for granted, the availability of a toilet block on site? On this rally, ralliers had 
to rely on three open composting toilets for black water, with ‘blue’  water being drawn from a nearby stream! 
 
The new team is President – John Edmonds                                      Area Reps 
Vice-Pres – Barry Benton                                                                 Auckland – Susan Blackman 
Secretary – Andy Duncan                                                                  North Waikato – Vi Parker 
Treasurer – Ian Burson                                                                      South Waikato – Bill Wilson 
 Sergeant – Judith Gallocher                                                             Bay of Plenty – Barry Benton 
 Asst Sgt – Laurie Holloway                                                             Hawkes Bay – Andy Duncan 
 Examiner – T B A                                                                            Manawhenua – Jack Wilkinson 
 Newsletter – Gil Cooper & team (Peter & Susan Blackman, Henry Fisher, Jan Edmonds) 
 
ICFR NZ with a much smaller membership than here in the UK only have 7 rallies a year with a couple of informal 
ones on top. Like us, they are having to think more carefully about travelling long distances, with rising fuel prices 
and are planning to generate more local rallies. 
 

       

 
 

The photo shows nine past presidents 
at the Opunake AGM rally, plus the current President. 

 
Can you put names to any of them? 

 
If you are thinking of visiting NZ independently, and want to get a flavour of the country and what you should see 
and do, visit the ICFR website and read the detailed accounts of the recent NZ rallies under the ‘ International 
Newsletter’  heading. They all make interesting and informative reading.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
AUSTRALIA 

 
Our sister organisation in Australia is the Recreational Vehicle Fellowship of Rotarians – RVFR(Aus).  
We have rallies in the UK, they have ‘musters’  but it all means the same - Rotarian Caravanners getting together 
and having fun and fellowship. Indeed the Aussies seem to like musters so much, many ‘musterers(?)’  (ralliers) 
arrive at a muster at least a day early.   
 
Normally we think of Australia as a semi-tropical country with many regions being dry and arid.  Well, we weren’ t 
the only people to suffer from summer rains and floods (remember last July?), Australia suffered too and they even 
had a muster washed out –in the North! 
Here’s what the Rally Marshall had to say: 
“Unfortunately, we ended up cancelling our muster at Kyogle in Northern NSW. Last month Kyogle 
was flooded by the Richmond River and from what Drover Pat Quinn told us water reached 6 feet 



in the Amenities block and ruined cabins and the on-site vans. The park was drying out (the toilet 
block re-painted) and then last week the rain came back. It was very wet underfoot and the activities 
planned to go into the Border Ranges NP (imagine the leeches). So we reluctantly decided to 
postpone the muster until a future date can be planned. Our muster planning at least broke the 
drought but dams around Brisbane are not yet back to 40% full, but we are hopeful or more rain 
soon in the catchments.”  
 
At least we don’ t have too many leeches to contend with in this country! 
Being such a big country, rally activities are divided into zones, with musters being organised in each.  
The National AGM of  RVFR(Aus) is being held in Oct 2008 and goodness knows how much driving some of 
them must do to get to it. 
It’s good to know that amidst all the fun and fellowship, Rotary objectives are not forgotten and alive and well 
Down Under. For example, the Shelter Box scheme organized and run by the R.C. of Helston-Liskeard. Following 
the good work done by Northern Zone, President Laurie Hudgson met with the Shelter box people and made a 
donation to them at the National muster.  ‘Service Above Self’  indeed.   
 
A sad note to end is to report the passing of Past President and Past DG Gordon Harris. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ICFR IN THE NETHERLANDS 
 

There have been a few changes in the officers in Holland as a result of recently held AGM. Full details will be 
published in a later edition as will some highlights of the rallies enjoyed there. For now, the one change of 
personnel that members will wish to be aware of is that of International Liaison Officer.  
We say goodbye to Agaath de Widt- Beukelman and wish her many more years of happy caravanning.   
We warmly welcome in her place: 
Freddy Klok-Dijkema,  e-mail: klokdijkema.hdr@introweb.nl  Lichtbaaklaan 1, 1783 BZ  Den Helder 
We can expect a contingent of ICFR members from Holland to the World Convention next year, as there have 
already been a number of positive enquiries. 
 
…………………………….. ……………..AND FINALLY 
 

     
 
EditorDavid & Jane Mack on their way to a Rotary meeting in 
Javea in the Costa Blanca, Spain 

Your editor and Jane did their bit for fostering international relations 
by visiting Javea on the Costa Blanca, Spain for a couple of months 
this winter. Not a rally but at one stage there were 16 ICFR-ers on 
site. Clearly this led to much enjoyable fellowship. Most of us took the 
opportunity to visit the Rotary Fellowship clubs of Costa Blanca North, 
and Calpe. Members are mostly ex-pat Brits and the lunchtime 
meetings attract 60-70 attendees, especially at the former club. On 
one occasion, I do recall drinking a loyal toast to seven different Kings 
and Queens – a truly international event. 
 
2007 was the year of floods. England had them, so did Australia and 
yes, even Spain. Normally a very dry part of Spain, on 11-12 October 
2007, 40mm of rain fell in about 48 hrs and caused normally dried up 
rivers to break their banks. Reservoir gates had to be opened for fear 
of being breached and all this resulted in a massive inundacion, with 
cars, caravans and pleasure boats all being washed out to sea.  
 

Want more to read? Then visit www.rotarycaravanning.org.uk  On the menu on the left of the home page, click on 
‘ International’  and read the detailed reports from New Zealand, Australia and the USA. 
 

What's the difference between a violin and a viola?  
There is no difference.  

The violin just looks smaller because the violinist's head is so much bigger! 


